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Table 1 Characteristics of Rubber Farmers.

Characteristics Numbers Percent

Sex

Male 82 49.70

female 83 50.30
Marital status

Married 152 92.12

Single 11 6.67

Divorced/separated 2 1.21
Education

Uneducated 2 1.21

Primary school 115 69.70

High school 31 18.79

Diploma 7 424

Bachelor and higher 10 6.06
Family income (per month)

Less than 2,500 Baht 10 6.06

2,500-5,000 Baht 45 27.27

5,001-7,500 Baht 34 20.61

More than 7,500 Baht 76 46.06
Type of family

Nuclear 150 90.91

Extended 15 9.09
Alcohol drinking

No 110 66.67

Yes 55 33.33
Smoking status

No 113 68.48

Yes 52 31.52
Energy drink

No 112 67.88

Yes 52 3212
Chewing Mitragyna

No 140 84.85

Yes 25 1515
Present illness

No 136 82.42

Yes 29 17.58
Age Mean + SD (Min: Max) 47.38 + 12.35(18:75)
Numbers of family member (person) Mean + SD (Min: Max) 215 + 1.06(1:7)
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Table 2 Perception of Occupational Diseases Among Rubber Farmers.

Perception Mean SD Level
Perceived susceptibility 3.44 0.68 High
Perceived severity 3.28 0.64 Moderate
Perceived benefits 3.45 0.68 High
Perceived barriers 3.11 0.51 Moderate

Overall 3.32 0.44 Moderate
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Table 3 Multivariate Analysis of Factors Affecting Perception of Occupational Diseases Among

Rubber Farmers.

Factors Coef. 95% CI t p

Family income per month (Baht) 0.028"

Below 2,500 1 141 to 16.12 2.35

2,500 to 5,000 8.76 1.07 to 16.20 3.25

5,001 to 7,500 8.63 3.59 to 17.76 2.98

More than 7,500 10.67
Distance from home to rubber garden (km) 0.18 0.01 to 0.34 2.01 0.046
History of occupational accident related
to other works 0.001

No 1

Yes -6.50 -10.12 to -287  -3.54

R-squared = 0.130, R-squareadj = 0.103, *partial likelihood ratio test
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Factors Affecting Perception of Occupational Diseases

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this analytical cross-
sectional study was to investigate factors
affecting perception of occupational diseases
among rubber farmers in Leam Tanod sub-
district, Khun Khanun district, Phatthalung
province during January to February, 2011.
Of these, 165 samples were systematically
sampling and interviewed by using question-
naire. The content validity was checked by
3 experts and Cronbach’s alpha was 0.812.
Multiple linear regression analysis was used
to analyze factors affecting perception of
occupational diseases among rubber farmers.
The main results found that rubber farmers

had a moderate level of perception of
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occupational diseases (x = 3.32, SD = 0.44).
In addition, an average income and distance
from home to rubber garden were positively
affected to perception of occupational diseases
(p = 0.028 and 0.046, respectively). However,
history of occupational accident related
to other occupation negatively affected to
perception of occupational diseases (p = 0.001).
The results suggested that public relation
and health education should be aroused in
order to increase awareness of occupational
diseases related to rubber farmers.
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