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Influence of Social Ecological Factors on Public Mind Behavior of

Vocational Students in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province
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ABSTRACT

This cross-sectional survey research aimed
to study the influence of social ecological
factors concerning public mind behavior
among vocational students. A total of 354
students were selected using multistage
sampling technique. Data were collected using
self-administered questionnaires between
October and November 2017. Data were
analyzed using Pearson’s correlation coefficient
and stepwise multiple regression. The results
revealed that 65.3% of the subjects displayed
good public mind behavior, 33.3% were at
moderate level and 1.4% at poor level. The
public mind behavior is positively associated
with attitude, parental role model, teacher

role model, friend influence, perception of
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institutional activities, perception of community
activities, and perception of public mind policy.
In addition, factors predicting the public mind
behavior of vocational students included
parental role model, friend influence, attitude,
perception of institutional activities and age.
The prediction percentage was 43.5%. Findings
from this study recommended that family, school
and related organization should cooperate to
promote public mind behavior of vocational
students by supporting the parental role
model, friend influence, attitude about public

mind and perception of institutional activities.
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Table 1 Public Mind Behavior of Vocational Students. (n=354)

Public mind behavior

Number (%)

Good Moderate Poor

Public mind behavior overview 231 (65.3) 118 (33.3) 5 (1.4)
Use of things aspect 271 (76.6) 78 (22.0) 5 (1.4)
Responsibility aspect 258 (72.9) 84 (23.7) 12 (3.4)
Respect the right of others aspect 267 (75.4) 54 (15.3) 33 (9.3)
Public benefit activities aspect 213 (60.2) 124 (35.0) 17 (4.8)

9
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Table 2 Correlation Coefficient between Social Ecological Factors and Public Mind Behavior

of Vocational Students in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province. (n=354)

Factor Pearson’s Correlation (r) p

Individual level

Gender -0.108 0.041°

Age -0.148 0.005

Grade point average 0.066 0214

Parents’ marital status -0.064 0.227

Attitude 0.398 <0.001"
Interpersonal level

Parental role model 0.534 <0.001"

Teacher role model 0.261 <0.001"

Friend influence 0.509 <0.001"
Institute level

Perception of institutional activities 0.336 <0.001"

Institution’s club member -0.021 0.698
Community level

Perception of community activities 0.377 <0.001"

Residence 0.041 0.446
Social level

Perception of public mind policy 0.296 <0.001"

*Significant at p <0.05
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Table 3 Multiple Correlation Coefficient between Factors Influencing and Capable of Predicting

the Public Mind Behavior of Vocational Students.

Predicting factors b SE i} t p
Parental role model 0.397 0.056 0.334 7.106 <0.001
Friend influence 0.288 0.047 0.284 6.070 <0.001
Attitude 0.278 0.093 0.139 2997 0.003
Perception of institutional activities 0.137 0.054 0.111 2514 0.012
Age -0.738 0.241 -0.125 -3.066 0.002

Constant = 16.776

R = 0659, R® = 0.435, F = 53501, p < 0.001
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