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Moving Forward and Broadening Our Horizons 

The Faculty of Public Health is a part of Mahidol University, a top-ranking university 

in Thailand1 which has a long history in medical and public health fields. The faculty produces 

quality alumni to work in important positions in national and international organizations.  

As a result, we are widely recognized by national and international organizations. This creates 

an ideal opportunity for us to improve education and instigate huge change in the  

21st century. Our utmost mission is to improve the health and quality of life of populations, 

without ignoring the disadvantaged, vulnerable and marginalized, and therefore without  

leaving anyone behind. Public health always needs new knowledge to prove health factors, 

in addition to moving from a mechanistic-systems view of life to a deep ecological view on 

a complicated and kinetic social system that has different social laws. To plan health policy 

and create a trend towards building integrated wellbeing, it is necessary to allow public 

health researchers to collaborate and form integrated knowledge to determine the exact 

factors that affect health. The development of the “Journal of Public Health” is one of the 

faculty’s strategies towards becoming a world-class academic institute. Much the same as 

the public health field, our journal needs to be a platform with comprehensive international 

standards, in order to present new information and creative opinions which encourage people 

to seek reliable answers to scientific and social questions.

The “Journal of Public Health” has been continually active for 49 years and currently 

publishes 3 issues per year. In 2012, the journal was certified by the Thai Journal Citation 

Index Centre (TCI) and categorized in group 1. Our editorial team is comprised of an editor,  

associate editors and assistant editors. The editorial board screens submitted manuscripts 

and sends them to at least two peer reviewers, in order to obtain constructive suggestions 

for authors. All manuscripts are evaluated using a peer review process which complies with 

research ethics criteria.

In our upcoming 50th anniversary year, we are moving towards becoming a quality 

international journal with world-class standards. The name of our journal has been changed 

to “Thai Journal of Public Health” for two reasons. Firstly, the previous name, “Journal of 

Public Health”, was identical to an Oxford University journal. Secondly, we would like to 
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identify ourselves with Thailand by adding the prefix “Thai”, whilst retaining part of our 

original name. The journal’s cover and website header have been redesigned to reflect the 

main task of public health, which is to improve the livelihoods of people without leaving 

anyone behind. An iceberg was the inspiration for the cover. The tip of the iceberg represents 

the small visible entity, be it happiness/unhappiness or good health/poor health. Everything 

has deep-seated roots that must be understood in order to analyze a situation in terms of 

its structure and pattern. Public health does not only involve disease prevention, but it also 

covers health promotion, empowerment and building resilience. Undoubtably, the health 

situation in a globalized world is prone to unpredictable changes. This warrants well-designed 

and well-presented research, which must be disseminated to the global academic community 

via channels that maintain high academic standards. To facilitate this process, we are  

implementing additional changes to the journal. We are transforming the journal’s editorial 

team and expanding our database of peer reviewers, to include well-known academics in 

national and international public health. Comprehensive guidelines and templates for authors 

and peer reviewers have been created, and are available via the journal’s website. Moreover, 

all our practices now adhere to the guidance provided by the Committee on Publication 

Ethics (COPE)2.

The improvement of journal standards is not only a channel for publishing high quality 

research articles. It also establishes the direction of the research division of the Faculty of 

Public Health, which aims to provide academic support. This includes arranging conferences, 

together with seminars and services, which allow junior researchers to exchange academic 

knowledge with senior researchers who can advise on research presentation. We are  

committed to being an institute that disseminates and applies academic knowledge in areas 

of public health, which benefits academics, students and staff in public health, and the 

general public.
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